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Peter Mathis

Peter Mathis was born in 1961 in Hohenems, Austria, where he lives and works.
He has been working as a photographer since 1986. His professional work focused
particularly upon outdoor and sports photography. His international work has taken him to
the most different places around the world.
Since 2009 he has become again more immersed in landscape photography and
producing large format works. By concentrating on black and white photography he
strives to reveal its inner laws and uncover the entire gamut of expression in his images.
His essential design elements are light and structure. Light reflected by the object be
optimized so that it serves the overall structure and composition of the image. A picture
therefore is not a simple reproduction of a predetermined motif, but instead is developed
with the camera while on site.
Since 2012 his exhibition presence is gaining more and more momentum.
Both in solo and group shows, his photographs have been shown in Vienna, Budapest,
Moscow, Prague, Berlin, Paris, Zurich or Basle.
Since 2014 his exhibition in Schwarzenberg has established itself as a fixed point in the
Schubertiade program offer.
Awards a.o.
2007 Hasselblad Master
2008 Master of European Photography
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Peter Mathis: presentation by art historian Christiane Schmieger
translation by Sarah Batschelet
If landscapes all look more of less the same, why are there so many photographs of them?
Because by “landscape,” we typically mean collective “Nature.” She is the great resource
we come from, and always seek out to restore our energies. It is in Nature that we find
strength, inner clarity, and true inspiration.
However is she able to impart that? Nobody knows. But throughout time, countless artists
have pursued the answer, Peter Mathis among them. “I’m looking for something in
Nature,” he says, ”but just what it is, I can’t say.” Because Mathis isn’t actually after
anything that words alone can describe. Rather than the singular motifs, it is the way the
mountain, forest or flower join one another in a greater context that moves him. His
pictures express a kind of quiet dialog, a complete openness to whatever it is he stands
opposite. The perfect moment cannot be planned, yet when it suddenly arises, there is no
denying its perfection. And since this “resonance” with the outer world is hardly
representable, it must be “emulated” in the work of art like a “work parallel to Nature,” as
the painter Paul Cézanne was to say.
Contrary to the painter, who can choose his colors, photographer Peter Mathis has to
work with what is simply before him. His tools are the choice of crop and of perspective, of
the absolutely “right” moment. Anything missing from the picture is left up to the viewer’s
imagination. And endless patience is needed to reach the point where the photo “works”
successfully.
Mathis’s visuals bring powers to the fore that also work within us, powers we readily
“experience” thanks to the image. Whether his subjects are majestic mountains, forests,
alpine meadows, or the smallest details in the plant world, there is a structure, a certain
order and the sense of being part of something greater throughout; there are contrasts, a
certain dynamic, and a balanced distribution of weight. The fine gradations and the
harmonious relationship of light to dark − from line to articulated area − have a natural
equilibrium. All of the components interrelate to bolster the whole cosmos of the image.
Peter Mathis’s photographs bring us back to Nature, the source of human experience.
They are not meant to spur a search for these same locations, but rather to satisfy a deep
desire to see ourselves as one small part of Nature’s whole.
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